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URBAN  DISTRICT  OF  S0WERBY  BRIDGE 

Statistical  Summary. 

Area  of  the  District  in  Acres  ...  ...  ...  6,966 


Rateable  Value 

£89,9 53 

Altitude  varies  from 

230  feet  to  1,250  feet  above 

sea  level 

Latitude  53°  42'  N.  - 

-  Longitude  1°  56'  W. 

Population 

17,740 

Birth  Rate 

1942  . 

15*6 

1943  . 

16-2 

1944  . 

19*1 

Death  Rate  ... 

1942  . 

14-0 

1943  . 

14-2 

1944  . 

147 

Infantile  Mortality  Rate,  1942 

56*1 

1943  . 

436 

1944  . 

38-2 
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REPORT 

OF  THE 

Medical  Officer  of  Health 

For  the  Year  ending  December  31st,  1944 


To  The  Chairman  and  Members  of  the  Public  Health 
Committee  of  the  Urban  District  of  Sowerby  Bridge. 

Mr.  Chairman  and  Gentlemen, 

I  have  pleasure  in  submitting  to  you  my  Annual  Report-as 
Acting  Medical  Officer  of  Health,  on  the  Health  and  Statistics 
of  your  District,  together  with  the  work  done  in  the  Health 
Department  during  the  year  ending  31st  December,  1944. 


VITAL  STATISTICS. 

The  following  extracts  of  Births  and  Deaths  are  taken  from 
the  Returns  as  furnished  by  the  Registrar  General  after  correc- 


tion  for  the  inward  and  outward  transfers  :  — 

Live  Births. 

M. 

F. 

Total 

Legitimate  ... 

177 

141 

318 

Illegitimate 

9 

12 

21 

186 

153 

339 

Birth  Rate  per  1,000 

of  the  estimated  Resident  Pop 

ulation 

...  19-1 

Still  Births. 

M. 

F. 

Total 

Legitimate  ... 

3 

7 

10 

Illegitimate 

1 

— 

1 

4 

7 

11 

Rate  per  1,000  total  live  and  still  births 


32-35 


Deaths. 


123 


F. 

139 


Total 

262 


Death  Rate  per  1,000 

of  the  estimated  Resident  Population  ...  14*77 

Death  Rate  of  Infants  under  One  Year. 

All  Infants  per  1,000  Live  Births  (Inf.  Mort.)  38'2 
Leg.  Infants  per  1,000  Leg.  Live  Births  ...  4L3 

Number  of  Deaths  of  Infants  under  1  year  ...  13 
Deaths  from  Puerpural  Causes  ...  ...  Nil 

Measles  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  Nil 

Diphtheria  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  Nil 

Causes  of  Death. 

Deaths  from  Heart  Disease  (all  ages)  ...  87 

Deaths  from  Cancer  ...  ...  ...  ...  36 

Pneumonia  and  other  Respiratory  Diseases  22 
Deaths  from  Tuberculosis  ...  ...  ...  8 

Suicide  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  3 

Road  Accidents  ...  ...  ...  ...  2 

Diphtheria  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  1 

Diarrhoea  (under  2  years)  ...  ...  ...  1 

The  13  deaths  of  infants  under  1  year  of  age  may  be  classed 
as  unavoidable,  the  majority  of  these  occurring  in  the  first  week 
after  birth,  and  being  due  generally  to  premature  birth,  congeni¬ 
tal  defects,  broncho-pneumonia,  etc. 


INFECTIOUS  DISEASE. 

The  following  table  sets  out  m  detail  all  diseases  notified 
under  the  Public  Health  Act,  1936,  during  the  year,  together 
with  the  age  periods. 
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— 
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— 

3 

6 

2 

— 

1 

-  5 

22 

2 

— 

48 

44 

— 

— 

5 

-  15 

61 

6 

— 

35 

17 

— 
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15 

-  25 

16 

1 

— 

5 

1 

— 

1 

25 

-  35 

4 

— 

— 

— 

_ 
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2 

35 

-  45 

1 

1 

1 

— 

_ 

— 

— 

45 

-  55 

1 

— 

— 

_ 

— 

— 

3 

55 

-  65 

1 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

2 

Over  65 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

2 

Non-Civilians 

5 

7 

-  e 

— 

— 

— 

1 

Total  Cases 
(excluding  H.M.F.) 

106 

10 

1 

91 

68 

2 

11 

Cases  admitted 
to  Hospital 

106 

10 

Nil 

2 

Nil 

Nil 

8 

Total 

Deaths 

Nil 

1 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

TABLE  OF  COMPARISONS 
(excluding  Members  of  H.M.  Forces). 


Disease 

Average 

1940 

1941 

1942 

1943 

1944 

Diphtheria 

21 

31 

23 

16 

25 

10 

Scarlet  Fever 

73 

15 

40 

35 

169 

106 

Pneumonia 

12 

4 

10 

9 

26 

11 

Measles 

171 

356 

90 

.  286 

35 

91 

Whooping  Cough 

51 

61 

50 

49 

27 

68 

Erysipelas 

3 

6 

6 

Nil 

3 

1 

Puerperal  Fever 

1 

Nil 

1 

1 

1 

Nil 

No  cases  of  Smallpox,  Enteric  Fever  or  Cerebro  Spinal 
Fever  have  been  reported  during  this  period. 

The  usual  enquiries  have  been  made  covering  the  major 
notifiable  diseases,  all  contacts  being  excluded  from  School  and 
complete  disinfection  of  bedding,  etc.,  together  with  the  house¬ 
hold  effects,  being  carried  out  in  order  to  control  the  spread  of 
such  diseases. 

It  has  not  been  found  necessary  to  close  any  Schools  on 
account  of  Infectious  Disease,  and  apart  from  a  minor  outbreak 
of  Measles  at  the  Nurserv  School,  which  was  dealt  with,  there 
has  not  been  any  prevalence  of  Infectious  Disease. 

During  the  year,  the  notifications  compared  very  favourably 
with  those  for  districts  similar  in  size  to  Sowerby  Bridge. 

The  tables  setting  out  in  detail  the  diseases  notified  during 
the  year  show  a  decrease  over  the  previous  year,  especially  in 
Scarlet  Fever,  Diphtheria  and  Measles.  It  is  most  encouraging 
to  observe  the  continual  decrease  of  the  number  of  cases  of 
Diphtheria  notified  from  time  to  time. 


DIPHTHERIA  IMMUNISATION. 

The  campaign  which  commenced  nearly  3  years  ago  has 
co  itinued  throughout  the  year  with  a  tremendous  amount  of 
success.  The  figures  now  showing  that  approximately  90%  of 
the  School  Children,  and  50%  of  those  under  5  years,  have 
received  full  treatment. 

It  will  be  observed  that  according  to  the  notifications,  10 
children  have  been  removed  to  the  Isolation  Hospital  suffering 
from  Diphtheria,  one  of  which  died. 

Phis  is  rather  disappointing,  especially  after  such  a  great 
amount  of  time  and  work  has  been  done  by  the  Health  Depart¬ 
ment  in  keeping  this  most  important  matter  constantly  before 
the  eyes  of  the  people  bv  displays,  film  shows  and  general 
publicity. 


8 


The  picture,  however,  is  not  so  bad  as  it  would  at  first 
appear  to  be,  as  9  of  the  children  notified  were  in  one  house, 
none  of  which  had  received  complete  protective  treatment  ;  it 
was  also  in  this  dwelling  that  the  death  occurred.  One  other 
case  of  Diphtheria  was  a  direct  contact  with  this  family. 

From  these  figures  and  this  information  it  does  appear  that 
we  are  progressing  with  this  important  work,  and  we  look 
forward  to  an  even  lower  rate  of  Diphtheria  during  1945. 

TUBERCULOSIS. 

The  following  table  sets  out  details  of  the  total  number  of 
cases  of  Tuberculosis  on  the  Register  at  the  end  of  the  year,  this 
is  an  increase  of  5  on  the  previous  year,  the  increase  being  in 
both  males  and  females  suffering  from  pulmonary  tuberculosis, 
the  figures  for  non-pulmonary  have  decreased  by  3. 


Total 
Cases  on 
Register 

Pulmonary 

Non -Pulmonary 

Males 

Females 

Total 

Males 

Females 

Total 

87 

32 

25 

57 

16 

14 

30 

SCABIES  ORDER,  1941. 

The  arrangements  still  continue  for  the  out-patient  treat¬ 
ment  of  Scabies  at  the  General  Hospital,  Halifax,  certificates  for 
such  treatment  being  issued  at  the  Health  Department.  Days 
for  treatment  are  as  follows  ; — 

Females  and  Children  -  Monday  and  Thursday,  2  to  4. 

Males  ....  Tuesday  and  Friday,  2  to  4. 

Where  in-patient  treatment  is  required,  the  Ministry  of 
Health  have  allowed  the  Skin  Hostel  at  Milner  Royd,  within 
the  Urban  District  of  Sowerby  Bridge,  previously  used  for 
Evacuees  only,  now  to  be  used  for  County  district  patients. 
These  arrangements  work  most  satisfactorily. 
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During  the  year  62  children  have  been  treated  as  in-patients 
at  Milner  Royd,  the  average  period  of  stay  for  each  child  being 
23  days. 

At  the  General  Hospital  67  persons  have  received  out¬ 
patient  treatment,  and  generally,  it  has  been  observed  that  one 
treatment  has  been  effective. 

There  has  been  an  increase  of  the  more  serious  types  of 
Scabies,  as  the  number  of  in-patients  over  the  previous  year 
suggests  ;  on  the  other  hand,  out-patient  treatment  is  declining 
considerably. 

This  state  of  affairs  is  hardly  satisfactory,  as  I  feel  much  of 
the  in-patient  treatment  could  be  avoided  if  the  patients  were 
attended  to  earlier. 

I  am  pleased  to  say  that  Scabies  in  this  district  is  by  no 
means  prevalent. 


GENERAL  PROVISION  FOR  HEALTH  SERVICES. 

Guaranteed  hospital  accommodation  is  available  at  the 
two  Isolation  Hospitals  serving  the  Urban  District  of  Sowerby 
Bridge,  these  Hospitals  being  the  Fielden  Isolation  Hospital, 
Todmorden,  which  covers  the  whole  of  the  Urban  Area  with 
the  exception  of  Luddenden  Foot  and  Midgley,  which  are 
covered  by  Northowram  Hall. 

Guaranteed  hospital  accommodation  is  also  available  at 
Northowram  Hall  for  cases  of  Smallpox  which  may  occur  with¬ 
in  the  Urban  District. 

Other  diseases,  such  as  Pneumonia,  etc.,  are  treated  at  the 
Halifax  General  Hospital. 

1  hese  arrangements  continue  to  work  most  satisfactorily. 
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Child  Welfare  Centres  are  available  at  Sowerby  Bridge  and 
Luddenden  Foot,  which  serve  the  whole  of  Sowerby  Bridge  area 
including  Luddenden  Foot  and  Midgley  ;  portions  of  the 
Luddenden  district  of  Halifax  and  Mytholmrovd  within  the 
Hebden  Royd  Urban  District  are  also  served  by  the  Luddenden 
Foot  Centre. 

It  has  been  observed  during  the  year  that  these  centres 
although  hard  pressed  with  staffing  difficulties,  continue  their 
activities  with  success. 

Tuberculosis  Dispensaries  are  held  twice  weekly  at  the 
West  Riding  Clinic,  Sowerby  Bridge,  days  for  treatment  being 
Tuesday  and  Thursday. 

Venereal  diseases  are  treated  at  Halifax  Royal  Infirmary  ; 
quite  an  amount  of  time  has  been  devoted  during  the  year  to 
displays,  film  shows,  etc.,  on  this  very  important  subject,  and  I 
consider  that  these  have  met  with  a  considerable  amount  of 
success. 


AMBULANCE  SERVICES. 

Infectious  Disease. 

The  entire  district  is  amply  covered  by  the  motor 
ambulance  service  maintained  by  the  Fielden  Isolation 
Hospital,  and  Halifax  Corporation  ;  these  ambulances  being 
used  in  connection  with  the  removal  of  the  patients  to  the 
respective  Isolation  Hospitals. 

Non-infectious  and  Accident  cases. 

The  district  Council  maintain  a  25  h.p.  Vauxhall 
Ambulance  which  at  present  is  staffed  entirely  by  the  personnel 
of  the  A.R.P.  Ambulance  Service. 

The  Ambulance  Service  continues  to  operate  very 
efficiently,  and  it  is  pleasing  to  note  the  keen  interest  which  the 
part  time  and  full  time  members  take  in  this  work,  much  of 
which  is  voluntary. 
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All  accident  cases  are  removed  free  of  charge  whilst  other 
removals  are  undertaken  at  a  flat  rate  of  5/-  per  journey* 
Should  specialised  treatment  be  required  outside  the  area, 
Manchester,  Leeds,  etc  ,  then  the  charge  is  1/-  per  mile. 

Details  of  the  journeys  during  the  year  are  set  out  below, 
the  number  of  miles  covered  during  these  journeys  is  approxi¬ 
mately  4,298.  Out  district  removals  cover  the  patients  removed 
from  neighbouring  authorities! 


Number  of 
Journeys 

ln-district 

Out-district 

Removals 

Accidents 

Total 

Removals 

Accidents 

Total 

493 

344 

90 

434 

48 

11 

59 

SANITARY  CIRCUMSTANCES  OF  THE  AREA. 
Water  Supply. 

The  water  supply  of  the  district  is  supplied  in  bulk  from 
Halifax  Corporation,  and  is  distributed  through  the  Council’s 
works  at  Cote  Hill,  Sowerby  Bridge.  Parts  of  Luddenden  Foot 
and  MidgLey  are  also  supplied  in  bulk  from  Halifax.  The 
Norland  public  supply  is  the  property  of  the  Council,  this  being 
treated  prior  to  distribution.  The  number  of  houses  supplied  in 
the  above  districts  with  a  public  water  supply  total  approxi¬ 
mately  4,500.  Other  piped  supplies  of  the  district  serve  a  further 
500  houses,  leaving  only  a  very  small  percentage  of  the 
dwellings  without  a  piped  supply.  The  public  supplies  have 
been  sampled  regularly  for  bacteriological  and  chemical  analysis, 
together  with  samples  which  have  been  obtained  for  Plumbo 
Solvency.  There  has  been  no  complaint  of  the  supplies  during 
the  year. 

During  the  year  23  samples  of  water  have  been  taken  from 
the  private  supplies  of  the  district  for  bacteriological  analysis, 
15  proving  to  be  satisfactory,  whilst  8  were  unsatisfactory. 
1  he  appropriate  action  was  taken  to  remedy  the  unsatisfactory 
supplies,  certain  of  these  works  being  incomplete  at  the  year 
end.  The  work  outstanding  on  the  water  supplies  at  the  end  of 
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1943  has  been  satisfactorily  completed,  including  the  entire 
reconstruction  of  the  storage  tank,  and  method  of  distribution  at 
High  Lee,  Sowerby.  It  is  hoped  in  the  near  future  to  make  a 
complete  survey  of  all  the  private  water  supplies,  but  in  the 
meantime,  any  doubtful  source  of  supply  is  receiving  attention. 

Drainage  and  Sewerage. 

There  has  not  been  any  extention  to  the  drainage  and 
sewerage  systems  of  the  district,  although  the  sewer  maintenance 
has  continued  throughout  the  year.  The  more  rural  parts  of  the 
district,  as  Norland,  parts  of  Luddenden  Foot,  Sowerby,  etc., 
still  require  sewering.  Many  drainage  works  have  been  under¬ 
taken  and  completed  during  the  year.  These  have  consisted 
mainly  of  the  replacement  and  reconstruction  of  defective 
drainage  systems.  Details  of  the  number  of  Inspector’s  visits, 
etc.,  are  set  out  in  the  Sanitary  Inspection  of  the  area. 

Sewage  Disposal. 

The  sewage  disposal  works,  which  are  situated  at  Milner 
Royd,  Sowerby  Bridge,  are  worked  on  the  Activated  Sludge 
Principle.  These  still  continue  to  give  satisfaction,  both  regard¬ 
ing  efficiency  and  adequacy.  The  Council  do  not  at  the  present 
time  deal  with  trade  wastes. 

There  has  been  no  complaint  from  the  Rivers  Board  during 
the  year. 

Sanitary  Accommodation. 

The  sanitary  accommodation  of  the  district  has  not 
appreciably  altered,  the  following  table  gives  a  comparison  with 
the  pre-war  years 


Year 

•Water 

Closets 

Waste  Water  and 
Trough  Closets 

Pail 

Closets 

Privies 

1938 

4,297 

69 

562 

160 

1939 

4,309 

69 

667 

120 

1944 

4,319 

69 

711 

104 

The  increase  in  the  number  of  Pail  Closets  is  due  to  the 
conversion  of  Privies  and  Privy  Middens  to  either  Earth  or 
Chemical  Closets,  which  have  been  entered  under  the  heading 
Pail  Closets.  All  such  conveniences  are  cleansed  and  disinfected 
by  the  Cleansing  Department  weekly. 

I  am  however,  deeply  conscious  of  the  poor  sanitary  condi¬ 
tions  in  the  area,  and  the  primitive  type  of  accommodation  which 
is  available  in  certain  parts  of  the  district  —  I  refer  ol  course  to 
the  Privy  Midden.  It  is  hoped,  however,  that  at  the  cessation 
of  hostilities  a  survey  will  be  undertaken,  and  work  put  in  hand 
immediately  labour  and  materials  are  available  in  order  to  reduce 
to  the  absolute  minimum  this  primitive  type  of  accommodation. 

Upon  completion  of  such  a  survey  many  Pail  Closets  will 
remain.  This  is  owing  to  the  lack  of  either  adequate  sewer  or 
a  suitable  supply  of  water.  Nevertheless,  it  Is  hoped  that  the 
Privy  and  Privy  Midden  will  be  entirely  abolished. 

PUBLIC  CLEANSING  SERVICES. 

Refuse  Collection. 

The  Health  Department  is  responsible  for  the  cleansing  and 
.  disposal  of  the  contents  of  Ashbins,  Privy  Middens,  Ashpits, 
Pail  Closets  in  addition  the  cleansing  of  Air  Raid  Shelters  and 
the  removal  of  Trade  Refuse.  Also,  during  the  war  years  the 
Department  has  been  responsible  for  the  collection  and  disposal 
of  all  salvaged  materials.  Direct  labour  and  mechanical  trans¬ 
port  is  in  operation  for  the  whole  of  the  Urban  District. 

Unfortunately,  during  the  war  years,  the  position  relative 
to  labour  has  become  increasingly  difficult  and  this,  coupled 
with  transport  difficulties  and  the  extra  burdens  enumerated 
above  which  the  Department  has  had  to  shoulder,  has  made  the 
past  year  a  memorable  one.  The  majority  of  the  bins  in  the 
area  are  still  cleansed  fortnightly  and  only  on  rare  occasions 
has  this  period  been  extended.  In  such  instances  this  was 
entirely  due  to  circumstances  beyond  the  control  of  the  Depart¬ 
ment. 
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I  lie  following  table  sets  out  in  detail  the  number  of 
receptacles,  etc.,  cleansed  during  the  year  and  the  number  of 
loads  collected  by  each  vehicle  : — 


House  Refuse  collected  during  1944. 


Vehicles 

Ashbins 

Pits 

Pails 

Loads 

Tons  Cw’s 

S.  &  D.  No.  5 

105,199 

— 

— 

588 

2,187 

0 

S.  &  D.  No.  1 

41,201 

217 

— 

925 

1,512 

5 

Commer  No.  3 

6,888 

17 

35,832 

994 

1,642 

10 

Commer  No.  4 

9,609 

33 

291 

1,046 

758 

12 

Totals  ... 

162,897 

267 

36,123 

3,553 

6,100 

7 

The  total  includes  222  tons  of  Trade  Refuse. 


Transport. 

During  the  year  the  Department  operated  the  following 
transport  :  — 


No. 

Make 

Year  of 
Purchase 

Capacity 

Service 

1 

S.  &  D.  Freighter 

1936 

7  cu.  yards 

Ash  Bins  and 
Ash  Pits 

3 

Commer  N.l  F.C. 

1938 

7  cu.  yards 

Salvage  and 
Trade  Refuse 

4 

Commer  N.2  F.C. 

1938 

6  cu.  yards 

Pail 

Collection 

5 

S.  &  D.  Moveable 
Floor 

1939 

16  cu.  yards 

Ash  Bins 

The  older  vehicles,  especially  the  S.  &  D.  Freighter,  have 
required  repairs  of  both  major  and  minor  character.  The 
repairs  have  for  the  most  part  been  completed  outside  working 
hours,  as  a  result  of  which,  house  refuse  collection  has  not  been 
seriously  affected.  The  percentage  of  hours  worked  by  the 
vehicles  varies  from  93%  by  S.  &  D.  1  to  98%  by  the  most  recent 
vehicle  S.  &  D.  5,  which  I  consider  to  be  quite  satisfactory. 
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The  moveable  floor  S.  &  D.  Freighter  has  not  proved  to  be 
as  valuable  as  in  previous  years,  due  to  the  fact  it  is  built 
specifically  for  use  in  connection  with  ashbin  cleansing,  whilst 
during  recent  years,  due  in  the  most  part  to  added  duties,  there 
has  been  a  greater  demand  for  an  all  purpose  type  of -vehicle* 
similar  to  the  side  loading  vehicles  which  we  already  possess. 


Storage. 

The  following  table  sets  out  a  comparison  of  the  different 
types  of  storage  at  the  end  of  the  year,  compared  with  the 
pre-war  years  :  — 


Year 

Pail  Closets 

Privies 

Ash  Pits 

Ash  Bins 

1938 

562 

160 

16 

4760 

1939 

687 

120 

12 

5471 

1944 

711 

104 

8 

5846 

The  increase  in  Pail  Closets,  which,  as  previously 
mentioned,  includes  both  Chemical  and  Earth  Closets,  is  due  to 
the  conversion  of  the  Privv  and  Privv  Midden,  this  also  accounts 
for  an  increase  in  the  number  of  Ash  Bins.  It  is  hoped  to  entirely 
abolish  the  Dry  Ashpit  soon  alter  the  cessation  of  hostilities. 
The  position  relative  to  the  conversion  to  the  Water  Carriage 
System  has  been  outlined  under  the  heading  Sanitary 
Accommodation. 

The  Cleansing  Department  also  caters  for  the  tradesmen  of 
the  district,  with  the  result  that  during  the  year  approximately 
222  tons  of  trade  refuse  has  been  collected  and  treated.  The 
refuse  mainly  consists  of  trade  refuse  from  business  premises  and 
trade  premises,  fish  shops,  markets,  etc.,  within  the  district. 

The  Council  have  by  resolution  decided  that  a  portion  of 
the  trade  refuse  may  be  removed  free  of  charge.  This  amount 
must  not  exceed  1  bin  per  week,  and  the  remainder  of  the  refuse 
is  charged  at  6d.  per  bin. 
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Refuse  Disposal. 

The  refuse  of  the  district  is  disposed  of  in  the  following 
manner  : — 

(1)  By  complete  incineration. 

(2)  By  tipping  on  the  controlled  system. 

(3)  Farmers  in  the  more  rural  parts. 

From  the  records  it  is  observed  that  approximately  86  per  cent 
of  house  refuse  is  dealt  with  by  complete  incineration  at  the 
plant  installed  at  Milner  Royd,  and  13%  by  controlled  tipping 
at  Milner  Royd,  Sowerby  Bridge,  and  The  Holmes,  Luddenden 
Foot. 

A  very  small  quantity  (1%)  of  refuse  is  treated  by  the  farmers. 
This  is  the  refuse  at  the  inaccessable  farms  in  the  more  rural 
parts  of  the  district,  for  this  service  the  Farmers  receive  an 
annual  payment  of  5/- 

There  has  been  no  complaint  during  the  year  of  any  nuisance 
whatsoever  arising  from  the  tips  within  the  district. 

The  total  annual  cost  for  the  collection  of  house  refuse  in 
this  district  amounts  to  approximately  £3,050. 


Salvage. 

Owing  to  the  labour  difficulties,  complete  salvage  sorting 
at  the  destructor  head  has  had  to  be  discontinued,  although 
partial  separation  is  carried  out  by  the  boiler  firemen.  This  has 
meant  a  considerable  reduction  in  the  quantity  of  Textiles, 
Gullet,  Ferrous  and  Non-ferrous  metals  from  this  source  ; 
Salvage  sorting  still  continues  at  the  controlled  tip  at  The 
Holmes,  Luddenden  Foot.  The  amount  of  Waste  Paper  has 
dropped  by  nearly  25%  on  the  previous  year’s  returns,  but  I  do 
consider  that  with  the  special  arrangements  still  in  force  for  the 
storage  and  collection  of  Waste  Paper,  very  little  of  this 
valuable  material  is  wasted.  Arrangements  still  continue  for 
the  weekly  collection  from  all  factories  and  shops  in  the  area. 
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With  the  enormous  increase  in  the  collection  of  waste  food 
during  the  past  year  (the  increase  being  from  21  tons  to  263  tons), 
it  has  been  necessary  to  devote  one  vehicle  and  team  forty  hours 
per  week  to  carry  out  the  collection  of  waste  food  and  salvage 
generally.  The  street  bins  now  cover  practically  2,500  dwellings, 
and  in  addition  to  this  there  are  collections  three  times  per  week 
at  the  Barracks,  Cafes  and  Canteens  in  the  district.  All  of  the 
food  collected  is  taken  to  the  Processing  Plant  at  Charleston 
Destructor  Works,  Halifax,  under  the  control  of  the  Halifax 
Corporation. 


The  following  table  sets  out  details  of  the  sale  of  residuals 
during  the  year  :  — 


Materials  Salvaged. 

T.  C. 

Q- 

£ 

s.  d. 

Waste  Paper 

148  18 

1 

949 

9  3 

Waste  Food 

263  4 

2 

399 

5  8 

Textiles 

16 

0 

14 

2  3 

Household  Bones 

1  0 

1 

4 

16  1 

Cullet 

5  5 

0 

4 

6  3 

Bottles 

20  dozen 

13  4 

Ferrous  Metals 

9  12 

1 

6 

15  7 

Sanitary  Inspection  of  the  Area. 

General  Sanitation  : 

428  16 

1 

1,379 

8  5 

Visits 

Drainage 

•  •  • 

... 

... 

78 

Stables  and  Piggeries 

•  •  • 

•  •  • 

9 

Offensive  Trades  and  Fried  Fish  Shops 

68 

Tents,  Vans,  and  Sheds  ... 

•  •  • 

32 

Factories 

•  •  • 

8 

Bakehouses... 

•  •  • 

13 

Theatres  and  places  of  Entertainment 

3 

Refuse  Collection  ... 

•  •  • 

214 

Refuse  Disposal 

.  .  . 

37 

Miscellaneous  Sanitary  Visits 

. . . 

79 

541 
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Infectious  Diseases  and  Disinfection  : 

The  work  of  the  Department  under  this  heading  consists 
chiefly  of  investigations  into  Infectious  Disease,  together  with 
the  precautions  to  be  taken  in  such  cases,  and  inspection  of 
dwelling-houses  so  infected. 


No.  of  visits  in  connection  with  Infectious  Disease 
No.  of  rooms  disinfected  after  Scarlet  Fever 
No.  of  rooms  disinfected  after  Diphtheria 
No.  of  rooms  disinfected  after  Tuberculosis 


281 

147 

6 

12 

446 


In  addition  to  this,  a  number  of  rooms  were  disinfected 
after  deaths  from  Cancer  and  other  such  diseases,  at  the  request 
of  the  owner  or  occupier. 


Smoke  Abatement. 

It  has  not  been  possible  during  the  year  to  undertake  any 
smoke  observations  from  the  factory  chimneys  in  the  district, 
but  it  has  been  pleasing  to  note  that  there  does  not  appear  to 
have  been  any  further  increase  in  the  pollution  of  the  atmosphere 
from  this  source. 

No  complaints  have  been  registered  during  the  year  relative 
to  the  excessive  emission  of  smoke,  fumes  or  grit. 


Factories. 

Five  factories  have  been  inspected  during  the  year  in 
connection  with  insufficient  or  defective  Sanitary  Accommoda¬ 
tion.  Eight  visits  have  been  made  to  the  factories  in  question 
in  order  to  have  these  acts  or  omissions  of  the  Factories  Act 
1937  remedied. 

The  Bakehouses  in  the  area  appear  to  be  in  reasonable 
condition.  These  have  been  visited  on  13  occasions,  no 
contravention  of  the  Factories  Act  being  noted. 
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Nuisance  Inspection. 

Owing  to  increased  duties,  it  has  not  been  possible  to  carry 
out  regular  routine  inspection  of  the  district  for  the  detection  of 
nuisances,  but  nevertheless,  125  nuisances  have  been  dealt  with. 
These,  together  with  20  which  remained  unabated  at  the  end  of 
the  year,  have  received  attention. 

It  was  not  found  necessary  to  serve  any  statutory  notices 
during  the  year,  the  majority  of  the  nuisances  being  abated  in 
an  informal  manner.  297  visits  and  inspections  were  made  in 
connection  with  these,  and  with  the  exception  of  8  nuisances 
which  were  outstanding  at  the  end  of  the  year  the  remainder 
were  abated  satisfactorily. 


Offensive  Trades. 

The  following  Offensive  Trades  were  being  carried  out  in 
the  district  at  the  end  of  the  year  : — 

Fish  Friers,  30  ;  Tripe  Boilers,  2;  Bone  Boiler,  1. 

68  inspections  were  made  in  connection  with  the  above  and 
no  serious  contravention  of  the  bye-laws  was  discovered.  The 
general  cleanliness  of  the  buildings  was  quite  good,  the  white¬ 
washing  being  carried  out  at  regular  intervals. 


Schools. 

The  Schools  of  the  district  are  subjected  to  a  medical 
inspection  by  the  County  Education  Authority.  In  addition  to 
this,  8  visits  were  made  during  the  year,  mainly  in  connection 
with  Immunisation.  It  has  not  been  necessary  to  close  anv  of 
the  Schools  due  to  any  infectious  disease. 
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Housing. 

Once  again,  due  to  the  present  emergency  and  the  shortage 
of  labour  and  materials,  the  Department’s  policy  relative  to 
Housing  has  been  restricted.  All  complaints  registered  at  the 
Department  have  received  attention,  and  as  far  as  possible  have 
been  satisfactorily  completed.  Details  of  these  are  as  follows  : — 

Under  the  Public  Health  Act,  1936,  48  complaints  were 
registered,  all  these  upon  inspection  were  found  to  be  justified, 
and  remedied.  101  visits  and  inspections  were  necessary  to 
complete  the  work,  all  of  which  was  carried  out. 

During  the  year  it  was  found  necessary  to  take  action  under 
the  Public  Health  Act,  1936,  Section  84-87,  relative  to  verminous 
condition  of  premises.  34  houses  were  found  to  be  infested  with 
vermin  to  some  degree,  11  were  treated  for  major  infestations,  8 
with  Cymex  gas  and  3  by  intensive  spraying,  the  remaining  23 
were  found  to  be  slightly  infested.  These  without  exception, 
were  treated  with  liquid  insecticide,  the  nuisance  in  each  case 
was  abated,  and  periodical  inspections  have  shown  that  no 
re-infestation  has  occurred. 

It  was  necessary  to  make  62  visits  in  connection  with  the 
inspection  and  treatment  of  these  properties. 


Housing  Survey. 

The  housing  position  in  the  district  is  very  acute,  and 
although  the  Housing  Department  is  doing  everything  possible 
to  relieve  the  position,  so  few  Council  houses  are  becoming 
vacant  that  the  position  is  becoming  increasingly  difficult. 

Informal  notices  which  are  served  from  time  to  time  dealing 
with  urgent  repairs  to  keep  the  property  reasonably  habitable 
are  dealt  with  as  they  arise,  but  it  has  been  impossible  during 
the  war  years  to  carry  out  any  repairs  of  a  major  nature  and 
consequently  many  of  the  dwellings  have  fallen  into  a  very  poor 
condition. 
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The  Department  has  not  lost  sight  of  the  urgent 
requirements  relative  to  housing,  and  although  a  detailed  house 
to  house  survev  of  the  entire  district  could  not  be  made,  efforts 
have  been  made  to  carry  out  a  postal  survey  of  the  requirements 
of  the  district.  The  survey,  which  started  late  in  1943  and 
completed  in  the  middle  of  this  year,  has  put  the  Council  in 
possession  of  some  very  valuable  information  which  will  enable 
them  at  least  to  plan  for  the  first  year  after  the  cessation  of 
hostilities. 

The  questionnaires  were  so  framed  as  to  deal  with 
over-crowding,  separation  of  families,  requirements  of 
Servicemen,  etc.  During  the  survey  3,888  of  these  were  sent 
out,  of  which  5,784  were  completed  and  returned.  The  survey 
has  brought  to  light  many  very  interesting  conditions  which 
could  only  other- wise  have  been  obtained  had  an  extensive 
house  to  house  survey  taken  place. 

The  survey  was  carried  out  in  order  to  ascertain  the  urgent 
housing  requirements  of  the  district.  Those  families  in  urgent 
need  of  a  house  have  been  placed  under  one  of  3  mam  headings* 
and  again  subdivided  as  required.  The  headings  are  set  out  as 
follows  : — 

1.  Overcrowded  families. 

(a)  Permanent  overcrowding. 

(b)  Temporary  overcrowding. 

(c)  Possible  overcrowding. 

2.  Separation  of  families. 

(a)  Homes  for  Servicemen. 

(b)  Separation  of  families. 

3.  Unhealthy  dwellings. 

(a)  Illness  attributed  to  the  dwellings. 

(b)  Alternative  accommodation  for  health  reasons. 

In  entering  the  names  in  the  appropriate  category,  a  great  deal 
of  consideration  was  given  to  the  present  housing  conditions, 
and  only  after  this  had  been  inspected  and  found  to  be  really 
urgent  were  they  entered  in  the  appropriate  column. 
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Details  of  the  returns  are  as  follows  : — 

Complete  Survey. 

1.  Overcrowding. 

(a)  Definitely  overcrowded  houses  ...  ...  38 

(b)  Temporary  abatement  of  overcrowding  ...  14 

(c)  Possible  overcrowding  ...  ...  ...  20 

72 

2.  Separate  Housing  Accommodation. 


(a)  For  Servicemen  upon  return  ...  ...  105 

(b)  Separation  of  existing  families  ...  ...  37 

142 

3.  Houses  Required  for  Health  Reasons. 

(a)  Illness  attributable  to  unhealthy  dwelling  40 

(b)  Alternative  accommodation  required  for 

for  health  reasons  ...  ...  75 


115 

The  housing  requirements  covering  the  above  returns  total 
385,  made  up  as  follows  — 

16  Bungalows,  267  two  bedrooms,  74  three  bedrooms,  26  four 
bedrooms,  2  five  bedrooms. 

When  it  is  considered  that  these  conditions  have  been 
brought  to  light  by  the  recent  survey,  and  not  as  a  result  of  slum 
clearance,  etc.,  one  can  easily  see  how  acute  the  present  housing 
position  is. 

I  cannot  stress  too  strongly  the  poor  housing  conditions 
which  prevail  in  your  district  at  the  present  time.  This  survey 
sets  out  only  a  fraction  of  the  housing  requirements  of  the 
district,  and  provides  for  the  erection  of  some  380  houses  without 
the  demolition  of  a  single  house.  When  it  is  realised  the 
number  of  working  class  houses  in  the  district  which  are  back 
to  back,  back  to  earth,  underdwellings,  overdwellings,  etc., 
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where  in  the  majority  of  such  dwellings  artificial  light  has  to 
be  used  for  the  greater  part  of  the  day,  where  no  separate 
sanitary  accommodation  is  available  and  in  certain  cases  such 
accommodation  is  of  a  primitive  type,  I  am  sure  the  position  is 
not  overestimated. 

These  houses  will  be  dealt  with  in  the  future,  as  alternative 
accommodation  becomes  available,  but  up  to  the  present  time 
no  elaborate  plan  or  specification  for  reconditioning  on 
clearance  has  been  issued  or  prepared  by  the  Department. 


INSPECTION  AND  SUPERVISION  OF  FOOD. 

Milk  and  Dairies. 

The  milk  producing  establishments  of  the  district  have  been 
examined  regularly,  and  it  is  pleasing  to  note  that  they  are 
generally  in  a  clean  condition.  The  general  construction  of  the 
buildings  is  sound,  although  the  internal  arrangements  in  many 
cases  leaves  much  to  be  desired. 

The  greatest  need  is  for  the  reconstruction  of  the  floors, 
increased  natural  lighting  in  the  sheds,  and  the  provision  of 
proper  dairy  accommodation.  Great  difficulty  is  being 
experienced  in  carrying  out  improvements  in  many  of  the  out  of 
date  sheds,  due  to  the  restrictions  coupled  with  the  shortage  of 
labour  and  materials.  Even  so,  a  limited  amount  of  work  has 
been  successfully  carried  out,  but  much  requires  to  be  done. 

Preparations  for  a  detailed  survey  during  1945,  with  special 
attention  for  up-grading  is  already  in  hand,  and  will  be  launched 
early  next  year. 

At  the  end  of  the  year  there  were  103  milk  producers  on  the 
register,  together  with  123  retailers.  During  the  year  274  visits 
have  been  made  to  the  Farms,  and  123  sheds  inspected.  As 
previously  reported,  many  require  major  alterations,  but  despite 
this  fact  the  milk  has  been  of  a  high  standard,  mainly  due  to  the 
enthusiasm  and  extra  care  taken  by  the  farmers  during  production 
and  storage. 
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Each  milk  supply  has  been  sampled  during  the  year  and  been 
subjected  to  the  Methylene  Blue  or  B.  Coli  test,  and  the  results 
showed  that  approximately  24%  failed  the  prescribed  test.  Each 
of  these  failures  has  been  followed  up  and  further  samples 
obtained,  which  have  in  most  cases  proved  to  be  satisfactory. 


.  In  many  cases  it  has  been  observed  that  although  the  milk 
has  been  produced  under  hygienic  conditions,  contamination  has 
occurred  due  to  unsuitable  storage  accommodation  or  dirty 
equipment. 


Details  of  the  samples  during  the  past  year  are  as  follows 


District 

Number 

of 

Samples 

TEST  APPLIED 

Meth. 

Blue 

B.  Coli 

Pass 

Fail 

Pass 

Fail 

Sowerby 

35 

26 

9 

31 

4 

Luddenden  Foot 

28 

21 

7 

19 

4 

Norland 

18 

17 

1 

17 

1 

Triangle 

16 

9 

7 

10 

— 

Midglev 

13 

9 

4 

9 

— 

Out  District 

4 

4 

— 

4 

— 

114 

86 

28 

90 

9 

Note  15  of  the  above  samples  were  not  subjected  to  the  B. 
Coli  Test,  hence  the  discrepancy  in  the  totals  under  the 
Methylene  Blue  and  B.  Coli  respectively. 


The  above  results  are  quite  satisfactory,  especially  when  we 
consider  that  50%  of  the  samples  subjected  to  the  Methylene  Blue 
test,  were  only  slight  failures. 
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Milk  (Special  Designations)  Order  1936/38. 

There  are  at  present  6  producers  of  designated  milks 
consisting  of  one  T.  T.  and  5  Accredited  producers. 

The  following  licences  were  issued  during  the  year  : — 
Supplementary  Licence  to  Retail  Pasteurized  Milk  ...  2 

,,  „  ,,  ,,  Accredited  Milk  ....  1 

,,  ,,  ,,  ,,  Tuberculin  Tested  Milk  1 

Bottling  Licence  for  Tuberculin  Tested  Milk  ...  ...  1 

5 


Food  Inspection. 

Regular  inspection  has  been  made  at  all  the  food  shops  in 
the  district,  special  attention  being  given  to  the  36  registered 
food  preparing  establishments. 

The  standard  of  cleanliness  of  the  premises,  equipment  and 
utensils  was  found  to  be  quite  satisfactory.  Weekly  inspections 
have  also  been  carried  out  at  the  open  market  in  the  district. 


The  quantity  of  food  surrendered  as 

unfit 

for  human 

consumption  after  inspection  at  the  shops  etc. 

was  as 

follows 

Tons  Cwts 

Ors. 

Lbs. 

Meat  ...  ...  ...  2 

0 

2 

Vegetables 

2 

23 

Fish 

10 

Fruit  ...  ...  ...  1 

1 

20 

Butter 

1 

7 

Sugar 

2 

10 

Meal  ...  ...  ...  19 

1 

0 

1  3 

1 

18 

26 


Centralisation  of  Slaughter. 

The  slaughter  of  all  animals  continues  at  the  Halifax 
Public  Abattoir,  since  the  Ministry  of  Food  closed  the  Sowerby 
Bridge  Abattoir  in  October  1942. 

1  he  regular  inspection  of  all  the  Butchers’  Shops  in  the 
district  continues. 

The  following  table  indicates  the  number  of  visits  and 
inspections  made  to  the  Market  and  various  Food  Shops  in  the 
district  : — 


Market  .  98 

Butchers  .  91 

Fish  Merchants  and  Poulterers  ...  ...  ...  17 

Grocers  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  9 

Green  Grocers  and  Fruiterers  ...  ...  ...  5 

Ice  Cream  Premises  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  4 

Dairies  and  Milk  Shops  ...  ...  ...  ...  57 

Restaurants  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  7 

Street  Vendors’  and  Hawkers’  Carts  ...  ...  5 
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Rodent  Control. 

In  accordance  with  the  recommendations  of  the  Ministry  of 
Food  (Infestation  Branch)  the  Council  have  appointed  a  part- 
time  Rat  Specialist  to  carry  out  the  inspections  of  land,  premises, 
works  and  buildings  within  the  Urban  District,  which  may  from 
time  to  tune  become  infested  with  rats  and  mice. 

Special  investigations  into  the  extent  of  the  infestation 
within  the  area  has  been  carried  out,  during  which,  inspections 
have  been  made,  and  questionairres  sent  out.  By  these  methods 
practically  370  premises  have  been  covered,  including  factories, 
food  shops,  canteens,  etc.  (agricultural  premises  have  not  been 
dealt  with),  and  as  a  result  of  this  extensive  survey  22  premises 
were  found  to  be  infested  in  some  degree.  Detailed  inspections 
showed  that  these  infestations  could  be  classed  as  follows 
1  Reservoir  type,  2  Major  primary  types,  19  Minor  secondary  types. 
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The  Buffer  Depots  of  the  Ministry  of  Food,  have  been 
observed  to  be  infested  ;  all  the  necessary  precautions  however 
have  been  taken,  including  the  rat  proofing  of  the  Depots  where 
required. 

The  main  source  of  infestation  in  the  district  is  in  the 
vicinity  of  the  rivers  and  canals  and  in  buildings  adjacent 
thereto. 

In  addition  to  the  above,  a  survey  of  sewerage  infestations 
has  been  commenced.  Two  treatments  at  monthly  intervals 
have  been  completed  on  the  sewerage  system  under  the  control 
of  the  Luddenden  Foot  Joint  Sewage  Board. 

The  first  treatment  of  the  Sewers  in  the  Out  District  of  the 
Urban  District  has  been  completed,  the  second  treatment  to 
follow  early  next  year  together  with  the  baiting  of  all  Manholes 
m  the  centre  of  the  Urban  District. 

Details  of  the  results  are  set  out  in  the  following  tables  : — 

First  Treatment. 

Pre  Bait  -  sausage  rusk, 

Poison  Bait  -  sausage  rusk  with  5%  Zmc  Phosphide. 


District  - 

Pre  Bait  Takes 

Poison  Bait  Takes 

No.  of 
Manholes 

C. 

G. 

S. 

N. 

C. 

G. 

S. 

N. 

Luddenden 
Foot  (Mam) 

1 

5 

37 

24 

1 

29 

37 

67 

War  ley  -  Rose 
Grove  (Main) 

■ 

_ 

20 

20 

20 

Midgley 

3 

5 

17 

42 

3 

2 

9 

53 

67 

Luddenden  F’t 

— 

43 

23 

10 

— 

.  31 

27 

18 

76 

Mill  Bank  - 

Triangle 

. 

40 

27 

2 

_ 

5 

62 

2 

69 

Sower  by  - 
Luddenden  F’t 

48 

9 

28 

1 

27 

25 

32 

85 

Sowerby  - 

Triangle 

47 

25 

12 

23 

31 

30 

84 

Beechwood  ... 

— 

— 

— 

88 

— 

— 

— 

88 

88 

Totais 

4 

188 

138 

226 

5 

88 

183 

280 

556 
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Second  Treatment. 

Pre  Bait  —  Stale  Bread. 

Poison  Bait  —  Stale  Bread  with  10%  Barium  Carbonate. 


District 

Pre  Bait  Takes 

Poison  Bait  Takes 

No.  of 
Manholes 

C. 

G. 

S. 

N. 

C. 

G. 

S. 

N. 

Luddenden 
Foot  (Main) 

— 

— 

14 

53 

— 

— 

7 

60 

67 

Warley  -  Rose 
Grove  (Main) 

— 

— 

— 

20 

— 

— 

— 

20 

20 

Totals 

— 

— 

14 

73 

— 

— 

7 

80 

87 

C.—  complete  take.  G. — good  take.  S. — slight  take.  N. — no  take. 


The  Sewage  Works  both  at  High  Royd,  Luddenden  Foot, 
and  Milner  Royd,  Sowerby  Bridge,  have  also  been  baited  in 
conjunction  with  the  survey,  and  it  has  been  pleasing  to  note 
that  the  infestations  at  both  these  works  are  very  slight. 

The  refuse  tips  at  Milner  Royd  and  at  The  Holmes,  Ludden¬ 
den  Foot,  have  also  received  treatment,  and  although  the 
infestation  at  Milner  Royd  was  of  a  rather  serious  nature,  it  was 
pleasing  to  observe  that  there  was  no  infestation  at  Luddenden 
Foot.  The  necessary  action  has  been  taken  in  regard  to  the 
former  tip,  and  test  baits  recently  laid  have  indicated  that  the 
infestation,  although  present,  is  of  a  very  minor  character. 

The  above  surveys,  however,  have  revealed  that  although 
there  is  a  certain  degree  of  infestation  in  the  district,  the  problem 
is  not  one  of  serious  dimentions.  In  the  case  of  Sewer  infestation 
it  has  been  observed  that  this  has  been  confined  to  several  lengths 
of  Sewer  in  the  built-up  area.  It  would  appear  that  with  a 
district  like  Sowerby  Bridge,  there  will  be,  although  small,  a 
continuous  rat  problem  in  the  area.  This  is  due  to  the  land 
adjoining  the  rivers  and  canals,  which  is  largely  built  up,  and 
the  trades  in  these  areas  being  attractive  to  rodents. 

The  Department  is  fully  alive  to  these  facts,  and  all  com¬ 
plaints  receive  specialized  treatment  without  delay. 
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CIVIL  DEFENCE. 


The  activities  of  the  Department  are  still  centred  around  the 
Civil  Defence  Organisation.  The  Department  is  still  responsible 
for  the  following  Services  : — Ambulance,  Casualty  Information, 
Decontamination,  Food  Decontamination,  and  Emergency 
Mortuary,  the  personnel  of  the  various  services  being  kept  fully 
trained.  The  Ambulance  and  Decontamination  Services  meet 
weekly  for  Talks,  Lectures  and  Demonstrations,  whilst  the 
other  Services  meet  quarterly  for  Exercises  and  Demonstrations. 

A  full-scale  Exercise  involving  the  Decontamination  and 
Food  Decontamination  Squads  was  conducted  a'.  Milner  Royd 
and  Crow  Wood  Park.  Mustard  Gas  was  used  for  the  Contam¬ 
ination  of  the  road  surface,  materials  and  all  classes  of  foodstuffs. 
During  the  demonstration  the  Gas  Identification  Officers  worked 
in  close  co-operation  with  the  Services  concerned,  and  frequent 
tests  were  carried  out  both  on  the  site  and  at  the  food  decontam¬ 
ination  depot.  A  running  commentary  of  the  work  being  carried 
out  and  the  effects  of  the  gas  and  methods  of  dealing  with 
materials  and  foods  so  contaminated  was  given  by  Mr.  M.  E.  D. 
Wilson  on  the  former,  and  Mr.  W.  E.  Foster  on  the  latter.  Much 
useful  information  was  gained  from  this  demonstration. 

The  Members  of  all  the  Services  under  the  control  of  the 
Department  have  been  very  keen  and  enthusiastic,  this  is  borne 
out  by  the  attendance  and  interest  taken  at  the  meetings.  This, 
I  may  say  is  shown  to  a  great  extent  by  the  voluntary  personnel 
of  the  Ambulance  Service,  who  man  the  Civil  Ambulance  day 
and  night,  and  in  addition  to  the  meetings,  etc.,  complete  up  to 
24  hours  stand-by  duty  per  week. 


30 


CONCLUSION. 


I  would  iirst  desire  to  pay  my  tributes  and  deep  respects  to 
the  additional  Sanitary  Inspector,  Mr.  M.  E.  D.  Wilson,  who 
passed  away  suddenly  after  a  rather  short  illness.  Mr.  Wilson 
was  a  tactful,  courteous  and  efficient  officer,  respected  by  all  with 
whom  he  came  into  contact. 

In  conclusion,  Gentlemen,  I  should  like  to  record  my 
appreciation  of  the  keen  interest  shown  by  the  Chairman, 
Mr.  Councillor  J.  W.  Wiley,  in  all  the  work  appertaining  to  the 
Health  Department,  and  also  to  the  Health  Committee  for  their 
unfailing  courtesy  and  valuable  assistance  rendered  at  all  times. 

My  appreciation  is  also  due  to  your  Senior  Sanitary  Inspector, 
Mr.  W.  E.  Eoster,  and  to  the  technical  and  clerical  staff  of  the 
Public  Health  Department,  for  their  work  during  the  year,  and 
their  assistance  in  preparing  this  Report.  In  addition,  I  should 
like  to  thank  all  the  Officials  of  your  Council,  who  have  kindly 
co-operated  in  rendering  their  assistance,  and  supplying  general 
information  for  this  Report. 

I  am,  Gentlemen, 

Your  obedient  Servant, 

VICTOR  CAMPBELL  MEYER, 
Acting  Medical  Officer  of  Health. 


31 


?  f  ■  t.  v  1  • 

■'  '  I  •  1  5  i  ‘ 

: 


^ .  > 


> 


■!  >.  i » ! 


V) 


J 


I  1 


•/ 


7  t 


If/i«  ;$  , 


Li  1  '  /  j  t  7  ;  .‘V,  '/  -  :  .  H  i  ! 

■  3  /  /'  ;  !'  if,',.  /■■■:■■'  V  /!  7  t 

i  t  [  ■  ■;<  //-  •  :r,7' /  |  !  1 


-  A  r  \  \  'll",  i  v  A  v-  ’  ;  1  ; 

if*  H/v  \  i  uJ  H  '  i’  ••  •  •  /;■;  .■/. 

<<■  ••  :‘ii  ■;  ■>  'M  i  i  }i  :>  \  '•  •  :  r  V  i  ■.  .  :■■■  v;  .  i  ! 

'.v;  ■;  ■  l-’MMj-  vVis  i  |  V.  V\i‘?  /  f\  j  \  \  7 

J  •'  ••  \  x\  1  .  I  5  ;  )  i  V  {  '  }  •  '  \  *>  ■'  y  )  ,  .  -  '  i 

■:  >il  <av 1  )  ■  i  !  ■:  ■■  ■  /  i ,  l 


r  /  / 


■  ■■  i  < 
,y  !,/ 


i  \  \ 


v  \  i 


mMiii'iM/mw-v'Ur  im'kt  ;si$ 


I  I 


CVp*  *7  •  ;  : 

■  r'  •  /  p  ‘  7.  > 


,  -  •’  i  r  f  -  •  •{  v-\{ ,n  .  •;>  p  r,  'A  .  i 

i  ;  /  ;  n  /.  .  '  \y->  i 

.  \  \  y  r  }  i / 1  n  !ttt'  ■ :  !■  ?  ' 

y  j  /  y  !  <  - '  ■ '  / 1 '  ■  1 


)• 


V;  '/i'; 


I  j  i  i  ‘  i  i  O'  ‘O  ;  ;;  4 

v  ;;  1  irm  \  ,71 r  ; 


-  /  ?  ? »// 


/  j  7,  ■  -  '  .'y  -w.rj  ;■  ,  '  : 

.»  .  ,  >  ;  .)  :  i  ■  » .  •  >  *  v  > 

■  -M  •  ■  i  ’  1  ,  ; 


,0-  }■ 


-V- 


io A  ;  :  \\m^  >  /  /•  i  /  / 


>V 


;i-  i 


. 

•’  >  /  V  i 
.  Vv  \  1 
s  \ 


1,  \  \  V  V 


V. 


v.i  V.'i 


1  •  ;  ;  \  \  V  t  M  :  V  l  n  -»  ,  •  <  i  ,  [7  /  •  ,  -  1  ‘  I  >  I 

'  J  '  ,  l  fti  '  \  \  '  r  1  •  •  V  ^  •  »  *\V  '■<  *  v  t  .  .  v  <  i  >  J 

. 

1 :  VTr <•  s 


■  O 


i  • ' 


\%\\\ 


'  >  >  /  i'  ;  y  r*  .  J  <  .  1  '  •  1  ;  {  1  ' 

!  •  y  ■  7  o  .»  /'•  j  / ;  '  : 

/•  m  '  '  '•  :  '  » y  I  1  if  1  *  .1  » 

t  ...  J  1>  1  ’  7  l:  ,  ;  t  '  t  ,  :  . 


